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AIR SUPPORT FOR CGUERRILLAS ON
R NORTHERN LUZON .

A casual glance at the pages of history will reveal that
guerrilla warfére.had been éonducted with varying degress of .
effectiveness since man began to regard war as a business.
éreat military léaders_like Aiexander the Great, Caéséf, and
Napoleoﬁ had at their time felt the sting ofrthis type of
fighting which in small measufe contributed to the final shat-
tering of any dream they had for world empires. It was not un-
/til World War I, however, that guerrilla operations begap:td
be looked upon with strategic bnportéhce. Laurence of Arabia
whipped up a guerrilla army which was strategically emﬁloye&_
to protect a flank of General-Ailenby’é force.in the Near East.
The bloody and bitter fighting of the Spanish civil war dur-
‘ing the respite between the two world wars, the grim and stub;
born resistance of Chana agalnst the 'Japs, and the short skir-
mishes in several other places in both hemisphers, were guer-
rilla warfare in the modern sense. Recordb of actions durlng
the recént war are replete with expleits of guerrilla units
and some military 1 eaders of our times had given this form of
fighting some considerations in their plannln&. It was evi-
dent that the full effectiveness of gﬁerrilla actions will be
realized when they are eoordinated with the operations of the

organized military forces. - , -




A small nation may have the misfortune of lying directly

)

in the path of an aggressor nation by virtue of its geogra~

phgcal position without any force strong enough to be able to

étem the tide of invasion. All it ‘¢ould do under this situa-
tion is.té attémpt to élow down the enemy by a series of de-
laying and harrassing actions uﬁtil such time that an allied
power could stgrt a coﬁnter—drive. Guerrilla warfere in some
form(will be resorted to but the effectiveness and persis-
tency of the resistance will depend to a gréat extept'on the
amount of support in supplies and arms that a richer and
étronger ally could provide, -

Du?ing the recent war the French Maquis had$&8h supplied
by air. The Filipinos received limited aid through submarines
thaf'were able to sneak into hidden ports ané have rendezvoué
with the guerrilla units. It was not until the last few months
of the war against Japan that air sgpport naxégggzgié availa~
ble. This article will describe a few of the improviZations
and expedients that were resorted to by the guerrillas in o£~

der to take full advantage of the air support provided by the

American Forces of liberation.
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In March 1943, Géneral MacArthur's headqﬁarters approved
by radio the establishment of the United States Army Forces in
the Philippines, Northern Luzon (USAFIP, NL). The main objec-
tive of this effort was the organization and training of a
fighting_force that could go in@o action when the American
Foices landgd, the collectioﬁ of intelligence, and the desgi;
minékion of radio informafion and propaganda to the people.i

An 1ntenszve mopping-up operation conducted by the Japs
in ILuzon the following ‘months resulted in the capture and ex=
ecutddn of ‘a great number of.Amerlcan and F}llplno re51stan0e

leaders. These were mostly office® who were able to elude the

Jap%nese dragnet after the fall of Bataan and Corregidor and

who preferred privations obtaining in the mountains to the.

promise of good treatment'offgred by the Japanese Forces of

-ocoupation. Only eight Americans were able to escape capture

in the NWorthern Luzon area and they later beqame the command-

ers of the major units of the USAFIP, NL with the .senior of=-
- , )
ficer taking command of all the seven districts into which
’ . 2 . N
Northern Luzon was divided.

.

{ _ } X
1. T.t. Col. Donzld D. Blackburn, "One Against the Japsh,

Army Information Digest, April 1947, (Vol. 2, No 4), p.9.

2, Ibid. p. 10.
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The organization of the districts started from the conso- .
lidation of thé several resistance bands that had been operat-'
ing in the'area_siﬁce the early day§ of the Japanese invasion.
These bands had their humble beginnings Trom small parfies led
by the mofe daring of the American\and Filibino leaders who re-

fused to recognize the Japanese puppet_go#érnment that was es-

' tablished to rule the area.

A large number of Fiiipino officers and men who had sur-
vived the rigors of Bataan and Corregidor and the subsequent
incarcerations in coﬁcentration camps began to trickle into
the guerrilla hideguts until it became neceésary-ﬁo draw a
system of cooperation betwéen all the units operating within
the same area,‘Further’consolidafion was brought about by tie
elimination of friction and riyalry~betweén the bands which
have by this time. .earned the name bandits from the Japs and
their quislings. There‘also followed an intensive cémpaign B
gainst spies and informers, an operation which was conducted
with the utmost sexepity>snmetimeﬁ‘bﬁT&€fTﬁgUruthleésness“

By the middle of 1944 the USAFIP, NL had assumed the

proportions of an infantry division, a large, dispersed bo-

dy whose area of operation covered all the provinces of Nor-

~thern Luzon. It was broken down into the 1lth, 14th, 15th,

66th, and the 121lst regiments under the oveball control of a

division headquarters,
. \
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- weeks before the assault landlng of the American Sixth Army

4

Fach of these regiments was assiéned a definite area of
responsibility and control. The ilth Infantr;} was assigned the
whole brovince of Cagayan and four subprovinoés of the Moun~
tain Province.

Tactically, the 1lth Infantry laid low until after the
Leyte landings in October 1944. Most of the activities prior
to this time hadnbeej confined to the gathering of vital in-
telllgence data and the disruption of eneny commvn*catlomc
and rear installations. This was accomplished by the extenw
sive use of adents who were planted to deal directly with the
Jeps and by frequent raids into the enemy-held areas. A few
at Llngayen, all the regiments of the USATIP, NL had been
tied together by a radio net supplemented by teleb%nne and
foot messenger gervioe. The composite division was then read=
N4 to operate in close coordination and rapid drives into some_
of the enemy positions were initiated.. )

This article will be. confined mainly to the operatiois

~of the 3rd Battalion, 1lth Infantry, USAFIP,NL. This battal-

ijon conducted its operations along a pattern which was si-
milar in many respects to those followed by the other battal-

ions of the entire division.

“5m /
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'Soon after the Lingayen landings, there was noflonger the

threat from tne'Jap air forces in the Philippiné area. Jap air

activities in Northern Luzon were ¢onfined to the operation of

" a number of transport dircraft engaged inlshuttling commanders

and staff officers from one region to another. By March 1945,
only the airfields- around Tuguegarao and Aparri were in cperam
fion within the l;th Infantry sector. All these activities
were made during the hours of darkness. The few available air-
crafts were dispersed and skillfully ooﬁcealed dufing the'day
in elaborate sﬁelters‘located several hundred yards from the
landing fields., The Japs would clear.lanés ;1oné the bomb-shat;
feréd runways wide enough to permit take-offs and landings but

they made no attempts to clear the wholk landing strip from.

the the debri and the wrecks as é result of previous strikes,

Installations in these operational fields were képt to the mi-
nimum and the ground crews resorted to erude iﬁprovizations

to keep them within any semblance of usefulness. Illuminations
for the\hight*were furnished by truch and'tank'headlights.
During the day these airfields were struck by American air u-
nits and the brunt of these fighﬁer swaeps‘wefe taken by the

shells of wrecked planes that léttered the fields and the

skillfully located dummies that were set up as fasﬁlas they

were demolished, \
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The nocturnal habits of the enemy were kept under obéer-
vation and theiinformation gained was.forwarded_to'the‘di§i-
sion headquarters which took care that the information was re-
layed to units that could profit;by them. Only a few sf these
enemy planes were still plying their night traffic after the
American air units set ‘1{>ose~ night fighters to cover the area.
The danger from the enemy air having been reduced, the Ameri=-
can Air Forces were fhén in & posiﬁion to spare aircraft for
the. close support of the guerri}l@s.S ‘

The llthllnfantry, USAFIPS ML, S%arted its full scale ag-
gressive operations against the Japs within its zone“immediate-
ly after the Lingayen landing. Some‘of therperétions of the
regiment during this early period ﬁere the siege and capture of
the towns of Ballesteros on the north and Lubuagan .in- the south,
and the clearing of the area westiqf_the Cagayan River. These
early actions énjoyed 1imited'supportifurnished oy fightef
bomberé. Arrangements for'tné airstrikes were made several déys,
before tne actual execution of the mission., These consisted

mainly of general instructions to the ground units as to when

the strike will be available, what panels to display, and what

1
”

type of aircraft will fly the mission.

3. General H., H. Arnold,"The wWar Reports", »p. 445.
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- The eﬂfectlveneos of these carly ground~support mlss1ons
depended to a great. extent on the 1nstructxons rec01ved by the
pilots at their respective bases. There was no direct communi- ."
cation betwéen'the_ai:crafts and the ground troops tney'were‘v
supporting;:Panel displays were used almost exclusively for.
friéﬁdly“grounq unit identification énd for the deéign&tioh of

the general area and direction of the target which .in most ins-

‘tances embraced a wﬁole town. All the pilots had to do was fly :

to the area, pick out the taréets indicatéd by the panels,
peel off, make fhe stréfing vr bombing runs, circle over the = -
area to verify eéfeoté,'then make albeeline for the home base., "
Very often the Jeps will have‘recovered from the stunning ef~
fects of the strike before the ground'trOOPS could close in

end engage the enemy under fire. It will ‘take several days e~

fore another airstrike could be arranged for tlhie same target

~and it gave just that amount of time for the Japs to reorga-

. ) 4 & ! R ; P . . ¢ '
nize and consolidate their defenses. Operations like these were

at tumes too costly in lives.

By February 1945, the whole area west of the Cagayan Ri-
ver was in the hands of the guerrillas after wresting from the
Japs all the major towns with the exception of an isolated pocke
et at the western approaches of the Babayuan Ferry. To this
piece of ground, the-Japs clung desperately in anveffért|to

keep open their northern line of communication.
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The reglmental CP- was moved down o the town of Tuao and
it undertook the task of setting up a prOV1nc1al mllltary go=
vernment which exer01zed control over all the town goverrments
established in all the llberated tovns. Civiliansg llVlng on
the enemy Slde of the river started a mass evacuation into our
side adding more difficulties to the already critical food sup-
ply problem. |

A few weeks after b~Day in Luzon, the regiment utilizihé
the services of an engineér company and civilian-labor cons=
tructed two 4000-foot airstrips, one of them hard-surfaced
and gra&eled. Tt was ﬁot long b;forelgl; supprlies for the re-
giment were brought in by transport planes.diépatchea accords=
ing to arrangements.made by the division headguarters. Sup--
plies were then hauled from the airstrip to the outlying bat-
talibns oy carriers and oxen-drawn carts which were later supe
plemented by an assortment of captufed vehicles, Each battal-
ioﬁ was required to construct at least one cub strip in the
vicinity df its CP. Critical supplies and urgent messages

were fiown into these airstrips by L-4's. Telephone lines

_were rigged up from commercial and captured Jap 'equipment and

provided a most effective means of communication between the
CP's and tne subordinate units. Arms, Ammunitions, and cloth-
ing began pouring in in increasing quantities as the baftal-

ions were brought up to full fighting strengtis,.
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The 1lst Battalion was in the Bontoc area in grips with

the Japs who had decided to make a stand in thé mountaing. The

ond Battalion was engaged in defense of the northern seacoast
and a:portion‘cf thé river 1iﬁe. The 3ra Baftalibn‘was‘aef-
fendlng along: ﬁhe Cagayan River from Lallo south to Isabela
and was also charged with the protection ‘of the regimental
zone against enéfny 'infiltra’éionfrom the south and west. Oth-
er regiments or the USA¥IP, NL were engaged in pressing the |
enemy towards the mountains. in the Kiangan and Bontoc areas.

Tt was apparent that the 1ines were altogether too ex~
tensive to be physically occupied by the-@efending troops .

A serled of defen81Ve p031tlons were prepared along thé rive
er line and & system of guardlng reinforced by civilian
guards gave rigidity to the thin lines.

The 37th US Division was driving north from Balete Pass,
the 32d US Division was busy prying out stubborn eneny re-
sistance along the Villawverde Trail, the 334 US DlVlSlon was
pushing the Japs northward from the 01ty of Bagulo, and - ele=-

ments of the USAFIF, NL were hemming in from the north and

“west. The Japs holed~-in in the Cagayan Valley began to real-

1ze that there was no longer the threat of any American land-
ing on the north, 2 p0551b111ty for which they have hectical-

ly prepered for several months .
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The most dangerous threat to their existence was the deterw-
mined drive from the-scuth. There bégan & noticeablé shifting

of forces, Supplies, and equipment from the well prepared de=

- fenses on the north tewards the south in an attempt to ﬁlu€

the gateway to the valley. There was héavyvtfaffic'aiong High-
way 5 from'Aparri way down to Santa ¥e in the Caraballo Moun-
tains, & situation which gave the guérriliasathé.opportuni%y
to prey on the extended columns and the unwary bivouacs of the
shifting enemy forces.. o

The Japs became anﬁoyed by the high-handed actiOns.oh‘fhé
part of the bandits and decided té throw a puhitive force a-
cross the river. Farly in Mareh 1945, ﬁhé Japs tried a cross-
ing from Tuguegarao. This force bumped against one of the few
organized positions‘of.the 3rd Battalion apd was driven back.
Another atteﬁpt to regain.areas they lost was made in the

junction of the Cagayan and Paret rivers. Timely warning from

reconnaissance aircraft which detected the presence of new

rafts along the river, and the ﬁmnediaté'shifting of troops, to
the threatened area, aborted the enemy plan. No major attempt

to cross the river was made by ‘the Japs after this but they be- _
gan to fefry more troops to strengthen the bridgehead they still
held in the Babayuah area. This spot became the s¢ene of long

and bitter fighting up to late in June 1945. .

wlle



Meanwhile, the'air thts'were enggged in continuous ree
connaissance over the entire vaiiey with spebial attention ﬁo
Highway 5, the main hlghway that ran narallel to the river all
the way from Aparrl to Santa Fe. All towns 1n the Jap=-held '
areas were subgected to severe bomblng and scat ered 1nsta1-
lathns were hit repeatedly. E%e Jaﬂs, finding it hard to
st'ick to the road during the day, made»mpet,of their troop
and supply mOVemenfs duriné the hight. | f ‘ s

| The‘guerriilas'weie quick to grasP_this change‘in\the sit<

uation. Aggressive‘leaders begeﬁ departing from the'originai
missionAof defeh&ing alang the river and started sending out
reiding patrols to the enemy side of the river during the day-
iight_hours when the Japs were occupied in dodging air obser=-
vation. These small parties crossed at points where the enemy
is not organized. The actuai lecations of all the defensive
positions were plotted andvréguests‘to have &hem bombed ﬁere
sent to the regimental headguarters. The air units'were then

'given the ehanCe to ¢oncentrate on-speeific targetsiinstead of
subjecting the entire area to~indeécriminate bombing.

Repeatea operations of this nature began to meét with ﬁew
difficulties, While it was trﬁe that the guerrillas crossed
the river using planes as "indirect" air cover,lthere arose the
preblem~of keeping the troops from the dangers of airstrikes

once they were

in the enemy area.
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There were 003351ons when our troops ladened with booty snatche.
ed from an enemy supply dump would jettison these supplies in .
midstream and swim to our side empty-handed in order to escape
from friendly planes ﬁhich struck anything thgt moved, This
problem was later solved by notifying the regimental headquar-
ters of any planned crossing at least 24 hours beforé it wéuld
be effected. The same information was relayed to the division
headguar ters which saw to it that the airplanes operating over'
the area weré‘forewarned of the presence of friendly troops in
specified localities.

Thére were instances when the raiding parties became in-
volved in pitched battles with the Japs and failed to return
to our side of ﬁhe river -at the appointed time and'plade; This
situation was re@ortéd by the fastestfmgahs of communication

available to higher headwuarters so that the planes would re-

- frain from making strikes at areas where the tardy raiders

were likely to be. On theother hand, we frequently receive
orders to hold our troops for certain specified periods in
order to allow air units to conduct raids into the area

without being cramped by'the presencé of friendly troops.

13-
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The éuerriliaé; énCOuraged 5y their_éarly suCCesses, re-
Sorted to more aggressive actions against the eneﬁy. Almost
all,points along Highway 5 became the scenes of Ewift'féids \
and ambuscades. The Japs began using all sorts of vehicles,

from half-tracks to bullcarts, to shutgle troops from the

' north to the hotly contested regions on the south. Ambushing
‘parties wére dispatched to strike at these motley éolumns

and withdraw to our side before the Jepanese could effective--

ly organize to cut off .the withdrawal. Telephone lines were
severed as often as they were installed which made the relay
of information between ﬁhe Jap garfisons difficult. Another
form of deception frequently resorted to was for our parties
to strike simultaneously at widely separated points and for
them to make detours deep ?nto-%he enemy before they will
recross the river at points distant ffom the scenes of the
Previous encounters,

Tbe Japs would retaliate by firing several artilléry \
pieces at our defensiwve @osiﬁions along the river imme@iate-
ly after dark. These weaﬁons were shifted frci one position
to another during the-night.and»were pulled out‘jusf before
daybreak. They began to be more cautious in their movements

when they realized that the river did not offer them the pro-

tection they needed to beat off guerrilla attacks.
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By May 1945, the 3rd Battalion had accounted for more than
2000 -enemy killed and had.wrought désfruction‘pn‘enemy instal~
lations that came within its reach. Vehicles abandoned by the
Japs during the ambuscades were ferried across the river in
broad daylight by theIHSezof ﬁ@proviséa bamboo rafts. These
vehicles were_repairéd and.pressé& into the service of aug~
menfing'the,traﬁspdrta%ion facilities.

The 32nd US Diviéion‘had broken through %he'qap defenses

dlong the Villaverde Trail and \was pu§hing the enemy remnants

into Klangan, the 37th US Division was driving through Balete

| Pass and was- sweenlng northward astride nghWay 5 the 2nd Bat~

talion of thé, 1lth Infantry, USAFIP,NL P@V?;?$?a??¢ the Babay-
uan'pocket with the assistance of special units from the US
Sixth Army. . R - R

~ By 16 June 1945, the. Srd Battalion of the 1lth Infantry
wes alerted for an organized sttack on Tuguegarao and its
surrounding airfields. Simultaneous with this stiack wiuld be
@ similar attack on Aparri and:its airficld to be conducted by
the 2nd Battalion assisted. by a company of Rangers. of the US
Army # Feints and demonstration would. be carried out betwwen
these two ﬁgwns all along the river line by other elements of

the regiment.

4, General G. C. Marshall, "The War Reports", p. 241.
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The attack of Tuguegarao was to be made without any artil-
lery support. The ohly heavy fire support that wes promised was
the"close air support .we will;get@@uripg.ﬁhekday;igﬁt hours. A

forward eir.eontyo}ler’ﬁng) snd his party were assigned to the

‘Battalion and was to operate in the battalion CP. Some forms of -

improvisations have to be resorted to -in order to effect any .-

”semblanoe of air-ground operation system. There was ve;y@ ittle

tlme available for elaborate plannlng and we 1acged tﬂe spe01al

equ1pment ordlnarlly needed or an operaulon 0¢ thls nature. It

. was planned to make the Tuguegarao attack at leszst two days be-
e wr e . . P IR PR g.,‘ b. . LR n T “ PR [N PR .

Pore the advanced elements of the 57th US Division would reach
Five SC3"5@§ radios were given to the battalion and operat-
ors were promptly pulled out from the companies, These operators

were given a short orientation by the FAC in matters relative .

-~ *

to fire adjustment and target designation and they were to stick

with the eeseqlténgfeompenies during the attack endvserve as the
forward observers for the air strikes. Aside from their duties
as Fd“s.they were te be at e}l ;;mes with the eompeny commanders
and serve as thc comuunic Liom _*nk~ between tbe company com-
manders and the battallon commander..It was. only through the

FO'@ radlo eets that the 31tuatlon on the ;artner 31de of the ~

river could become known to the battallon commander.,

 =16-
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The assaumt companies. were to make theirvcrossings on -
three w1aely separated p01nts and the only avallaOWe vantage

pOlnt from whlch the battallon commander could coordlnate the

_attack was on tpe high groundo on the near side of the river.

The communication set up required that both the battallo
commander and the PAC had to :prk_sidg.py s;dgitRquesﬁ,from

the frontline company w111 come fron the company oommander

who will forward this request tqrough the ¥O to tre battalloﬂ'

commender and the FAC. It was the responsibility bf\the bat-
telion commender to consolidste the mumerous air strike res
quests before deciding on.what company woumd_b§.giy¢p;pr§05
rlty’of support. The FAC Was. beside him and woula remdlly
plck up the target de51gnated and gave the necessary ins-
tructiohs to the aircraft.

» On D-2, several patrols were sent to the other side of
the river by the companies of the battalion, They patrolled
their respective zomes of attack and tried to definitely lo-
cate the enemy strogpoints so they could be subjected to s-
trikes. The results of these igpqqnaﬁsaange were given to,
the FAC. A plan to work over these targets in the order uhat

both the FAC and the Battallon commander aggreed upen was

made during the night.

—
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 on D-1, the whole Tubuegarao area was subjected to heavy

pounding by Americen air units. ALl these sorties were under
tpé_@irgqt.cpntgo; of the FAC. Since there were @o.pptﬁpggp;e'
active anti-aircraft measures set up by the Japs, the planes
took their time and made their strikes more deliberate. The
FACAugual;y'reqpiygq;phe_glighi_1¢QQer”pp.m@ke ??Y@?a?;dum~..
my runs over the target and made surgﬂth@@'the_pilgthh@@mﬁefi-
g;pg}y~identified the target before he gave thel"fireJEWay" |
signal. e

| At 130, theve were available & mumber of planes for the
close support of the grownd troops. Medium bombers loade: with
fzagentation bombs dumped their loads on spots desigmated by
the FAC. Fighter bombers bombed snd strefed a strip of land
a.thqusapd-yaxﬁg’wiﬁg.a}qggnppg enemy bank  of the river, The
other planes which are not thus occupied were over the rear
aress striking st installations end other targets of oppor-
' tuniﬁy.unpi; such time that the FAC could assign to them
certain targets to engage. o

At H-hout. the three asssulting companies crossed the ri-

ver in small dugout canoes mamned by volunteer civilians. A
smoke spregnjwas laid out-by the supporting aircraft to pro-

tect the troops from observed automatic fare.




o | _The two compenies vhich were sttacking from the vest were
stopped by heavy resistance so they received the bulk of the
air support for the ret of the day. They immedistely sonso-
Lidated their respective bridgehesds snd contimed o expand
them until. they were held in check by heevy eutomstic fire .
'ﬁrommpremared"bositiqnsu TheseApositions ‘had to be néutraliz~
ed by 1? actlon because the assaultlng troops carried no;
Aheavy weapons that could effectlvely envage thas type of tar~
get. A strike at t&rgets of thls nature requlred %xtreme ac-
curacy both in the memner of designebing the barget and the
execution of the strike. _The frontline companies carried
with them ‘panels to mark their ffont elements but.mdst of the
targets p01nted out were veldom more. than 250 yards from the
ground unlts. Plnp01nt1ng of the targou wes not enough to in-
sure safety. The FAC required the planes to maeke approsches
6nly from'specified directions and to makeftheir funs along

d well deflned llnes. These vas to offset the dangers from

%angx??ewuanﬁ.othsrpm?9h%n;ca;gde?¢¢tsf Before the passes,. the -
t;oqps“wgrgireggiygg ﬁqugg_ﬁ@eAgrgupd. qugirigg~them to pull
back to alow for the necessary safety clearances before the

strike would mean losing just that mueh ground alfeady gained,

-19~
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~Isabéla and pointsvfarther‘south,,

L

The company attacking. from the south of Tugusgerao swept;

.intomtheltquwwgth.}ight logsgs.gndtprogeeded tb clearlthe area

of the dc;endlng Japs..Tae reserve _company crossed uhe “1ver

about noon and _Joined the other company 1n the heart of the

, town. By mldafternoon both taese compaples were . astrlde ngh~

Lo e

way 5 thus sevexlng the only route of the Japs from Cagayan.uo
F T RIS R T e \ ,

Durlng uHe enulre day of thls operation air support wes. .

ever present. The FAC required every flight that had just ecom-

‘pleted its run to make manuevers over the targets in simulasi

tion of strafing or bombing rums until snother flight had
dumped 1ts;logd.apﬁ.@ook'gveiuthelQpb of furn;shigg ai? covers
In this operation the guerrillas s?ffe;edmabout ﬁowki;i?d
and ﬁpre:than a‘hundred men wounded. Not a singlé soldier was
hurt as a result of actlons from tne ouaport1n5 planeb ex~
cept for a few who experienced minor snocko. Of the killed .
and the wounded 857 were suffered during tne nlghu when the
absence of supporting aircraft permitted the enemy's use of

tanks and\light armored vehicles in a vigorous counterattack.

5. General G. C. Marshall,

"The War Reports",p; 241,
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Meanwhile,Jthe_an Battalion, assgsted~by a;cpmpapy!of

%ﬁﬁ;airf;ﬁldfé;_AN99@P%ny;£?9%;ﬁhz§ b%ﬁﬁa}%9n;??ﬁ 9?¢§?¢dx¢°
secure the Calamaniugen airfield: in time. for some, troops of
the 11th Airborne Division ﬁﬁ;Stﬁg?,°P?quuﬁhe;P§5§9§f\§§r“
borne show in the Pacific War, These airborne units moved
south along Highusy 5 to effeot o junction yith the lead
elements of the 37th Division which wes driving northward
from Tuguegarao and marked the end of organized enemy re-
sistance in the Cagayan Valley. Broken units of the enemy .
began fighting scattered dg;ayiég_gctions as they backed ub
towards the Slerra Madre mountalns.m;

~_V-J Day found the 1lth Infantry, USAFIP, NL in the Vl—
cinity of Kiangan still engaged with the enemy forces under
Yemashite's direction, The move from the Cgayen Valley to,
the Cordillera mountains was characterized by hard marches
along rugged terrain and under inclement weather. Resupply
vas made through airdrops on designated points along the
way, & 9?99?@@?? W@F??”@?t.W??h“Ye¥¥m???19?5“@§ffi9git?95
due to aifficult terrain, lack of smooth coordination bes.
tV??? ﬁ?§ §i?”§é§rﬁh§’g;9und units, foul weather, and spo=

radic enemy interference.

oove

6. General G. C. Marshall, "The WVar Reporﬁs"9'P~ _4l.
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~ Experiences of the Philippine Gue:rillas during the re-

cent war show that guerrllla warfare is_ a form of, flgbtlng

with varylng ranges of adaptablllty. A guerrilla unlt whlch .
is adequauely suyported by alr unlts, and 1s oneratlng 1n co=-
ordlnatlon W}E@“the organized armed forces,, is capable of .
performing spaclal~mi551ons explomtwng its inherent~charac~
terlstlcs of mobllltv,_stealth, and flex;b;}lty. ‘The 11lth
Infentry, USAFIP, NL killed more than 15,000 Japs between .
the Lingayen landing and:V-J Day and had denied large areas
o the enemy for 9?%?%?;%mysar37;Th?wayailébilityaOfM?uPrn
porting aircraft contributed to o lerge measure to the.res
giments success in most of its missions, and it came out of
the war with hard-earned_lessoﬁs relative to air support for

guerrillas. .
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Close support alrcrgft is capable of dellverlng large

volumes of fire on designated targets end af specified time.

“even in areas where the. terrain restricts the use of supporg-
[P L A LR TR . e . ow o o owes PR R R S ey O e e e

ing artillery, but it cen not replace artillery fire during
the night.

_ Guerrille units travel light; they are stripped of most
of their heavy weapons and gan rely only on support aircraft

-

for heavy fire and supplies’ -

P

7. Lt Col. Donald D._Blackburn,“" One Agalnst the Japs“‘ o

Army Information Digest, April 1947, (Vol. 2, No 4), P 15.
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I' ° Close air support is practical and_ sffective but it Tre-

guires good communlcatlor and a hlgh degree of coordlnatlon

oG

between the air aﬂd ground units. Thls_gould behattalned by

proper trainingmand indqctrin&@;gn of ground offlcers in the
principles of air-ground operation syspemg, L

An airborne operstion of small size could be facilitated

by the employment of guerrillas operating in the area of pro-

concermning the area. and can even secure the drop zone a few
CORLERRLTG MHT BRI ST IS TS BTN T R RS R
hours before the pathfinder teams of the airborne forces are

1aridea_.
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) Carfiéd‘to a larger scale, an~enﬁirsly new front,can.ben
opened by wel1 organlved guerrillas deep in the enemyfoccupled

areas and this front\can be entlxely malntalnea by air,

e e
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tracted operation. They could furnish accurate intelligence
|
\
|
\
In the planning for future operstions a brief study

should be made by the commanders as to the possibility of guer-

rillas being present in,the_theater of oyeraﬁigns}w To be- able
a much brighter outlook than having to prepare for defense. -

agalnst p0351b1e annoyance and embarrassment as & result of

|
|
to count on fpelr aSSlSt&nCO w1th some deg ree of assurance is T
|

the hit and run tactics of guerrilla elements,

)
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